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Category:  
Hospitality - General / Eco-Friendly “Green” 

Resort/Hotel

Hotel: 
Coral Level at Iberostar Selection Bávaro Suites, 

Punta Cana, Dominican Republic

Project: 
Restoration & protection of coral reefs: 

laboratory facility and nursery in 
Coral Level at Iberostar Selection Bávaro Suites. 



THE PROBLEM



Since the 1950s, an estimated 6.3 billion 
metric tons of plastic waste have been 

produced with only 9% recycled and 79% 
ending up in landfills or the natural 

environment. 
An estimated 8 million metric tons of 
plastic enter the oceans each year. 

This amount is roughly the equivalent of 
13,000 standard plastic water bottles entering 

the ocean every single second.  
Smaller microplastics are jeopardizing human 

and marine animal health.

With nearly 40% of the world’s population 
living within 100 kilometers of the coast, 
growing population and increasing tourism 
efforts are putting high pressure on coastal 

areas in terms of waste disposal, aquaculture, 
recreation and other services. 

THE OCEANS ARE HEAVILY 
IMPACTED BY A MYRIAD OF 

NEGATIVE HUMAN PRACTICES, AND 
PLASTICS POLLUTION IS A MAJOR 

CONTRIBUTOR.

Coastal ecosystems arise where land 
and water join and create an environment 

with distinct structure, diversity and 
energy flow. 

They extend along more than 1.6 million 
km of coastline in a total of 123 

countries   and include diverse habitats 
such as salt marshes, mangroves, 

wetlands, estuaries, bays, seagrass 
meadows and coral reefs.
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WAVE OF CHANGE: 
IBEROSTAR’S COMMITMENT TO THE OCEANS 

AND LEADING RESPONSIBLE TOURISM



As a 100% family-owned multinational Spanish 
company, Iberostar has been dedicated to the 

tourism industry for over 60 years. 

The company operates in 16 countries and is a 
pioneer in the responsible tourism model focused 
on people and the oceans. As a family business, 
Iberostar's strategy has always been long-term 

oriented and more than 94% of Iberostar hotels 
are located on the coast. 

A particularly great love belongs to the sea and led 
to their commitment to the environment and the 

oceans through their Wave of Change movement.

We are determined to make a real and impactful contribution to the protection and 
conservation of our coasts. Our vision is to contribute to the discovery, protection 

and restoration of coral reefs, mangroves and seagrasses, and we have developed a 
strategy modeled after this vision. 

OUR COMMITMENT

http://waveofchange.com/


Wave of Change was launched in 2017 and has three lines of action: 
Moving towards a circular economy, promoting responsible fish consumption and improving coastal health.

To progress towards a 
circular economy: 

For Iberostar, a circular economy is 
both the present and future of the 

responsible tourism strategy. 
The Group is a pioneer in being 

free of single-use plastics in all its 
operations since 2020, and has drawn 
up a roadmap to stop generating waste 

by 2025 and to become a 
carbon-neutral company by 2030.

To promote the responsible 
consumption of fish:

The Group has outlined a strategy 
that will enable 100% of the fish and 

seafood consumed to come from 
responsible sources by 2025. 

According to our definition, this 
means certified by GSSI or rated in 

an improvement program.

To improve coastal health: 
The Group has its own strategy to 
improve the ecological health of all 
the ecosystems that surround its 

facilities (more than 94% of 
Iberostar hotels are located on the 

coast), and therefore achieve a 
beneficial form of tourism.

http://waveofchange.com/


CORAL REEF LABORATORY AND NURSERY AT 
IBEROSTAR SELECTION BAVARO SUITES



5 stars All Inclusive Resort 
Located on the beautiful white sands and turquoise 

waters of Playa Bávaro, Coral Level at Iberostar 
Selection Bávaro Suites could not be in a better

 spot - enhanced by the peaceful beach and pool area. 
The hotel features 162 unique suite-style rooms and 
offers guests an exclusive beachfront location and 
two private pools, including an oceanfront infinity 

pool, in addition to a wide variety of facilities. 

Carr. El Macao - Arena Gorda, Punta Cana 23001, 
Dominican Republic

(+1) 809 221 65 00       
rrpp.bavaro@iberostar.com         

 www.iberostar.com

Coral Level at Iberostar 
Selection Bávaro Suites

mailto:rrpp.bavaro@iberostar.com
https://www.iberostar.com/en/hotels/punta-cana/coral-level-at-iberostar-selection-bavaro/?ad-machina=8fs-1IF:35t-1IG:37T-1IH:36d-1II:36u&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI14ySh-Dp-AIVMAutBh1NWgcjEAAYASAAEgJav_D_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds


The coral reef laboratory and nursery 
In line with the Wave of Change movement, the hotel hosts a 

coral reef laboratory and nursery since 2019. This allows 
guests to connect with the local marine ecosystem, learning 

about the importance of coral reefs and the work that Iberostar 
carries out together with the scientific community to maintain 
the diversity of local coral. Iberostar has created the first coral 

laboratory in Playa Bávaro to study the resilience of these 
colonial animals in the face of climate change, and find the 

most resilient coral species and individuals.

Iberostar, with the help of a group of members of the scientific 
community, the Dominican Government and several NGOs 
completed the lab within a year, just as coral disease was 

beginning to infect local reef in 2019, eight months earlier than 
expected.

Coral reef laboratory and nursery / Wave of Change

https://waveofchange.com/initiative/bavaro/


Why? 
Most of Iberostar Hotels in the Caribbean are in hurricane-prone 

areas. When a hurricane strikes, there is very little that one can do 
to save an in-water operation. The need for diversity across 

individuals, species and location is met with the land-based facility. 
By building the lab on land, it is possible to assemble a genetic 
bank of coral species that would be safe from hurricane activity.

Bringing a reef on land presents an incredible opportunity
for outreach. By allowing guests to pass by and see research 

happening first-hand, they are gaining an experience that 
most are unable to participate in.

The three overarching goals for this lab facility:
Research Facility

Genetic Bank
Outreach



HOW?
Iberostar looked internally at the resources available to 
see how this could happen in the Dominican Republic.     
By bringing together local groups that not only have the 

technical expertise, but the ability to navigate the 
systems local to the country helped Iberostar thrive. 
There was a two-way relationship between Iberostar 

and the local community. 



THE IMPACT

THE IMPACT



In addition to the impact of the benefits that 
the laboratory provides for the protection of 
coral reefs, it also has a high impact on the 

local scientific community, on the workers and 
their families, as well as on the clients.

CORAL REEF LABORATORY AND NURSERY AT
 CORAL LEVEL AT IBEROSTAR SELECTION BAVARO SUITES



The lab not only brings the reef on land for 
the clients and  children that participate 

Star Camp (our kids program at the hotel), 
but for employees, their families and the 
greater Dominican Republic community.  
The good results have led Iberostar to 

expand its coral research: 
by 2022 it hosts a coral nursery under 

water in the Dominican Republic and two 
more in Jamaica and Mexico.

CORAL REEF LABORATORY AND NURSERY AT
 CORAL LEVEL AT IBEROSTAR SELECTION BAVARO SUITES

Learn more about the 
Coral reef laboratory and nursery 

https://youtu.be/XS_8H-Ey4xc


WAVE OF CHANGE MOVEMENT: 
AT CORAL LEVEL AT IBEROSTAR SELECTION BAVARO SUITES



One more important pillar of the sustainability effort is the gastronomy and 
providing customers a responsible selection of seafood. This is particularly 
important at Coral Level at Iberostar Selection Bávaro Suites: the exclusive 

buffet-style restaurant El Faro with haute cuisine is certified to the MSC/ASC 
Chain of Custody Standard, positioning Iberostar, with Coral Level at 
Iberostar Selection Bávaro Suites, as the first certified hotel chain in 

Southern Europe, the Dominican Republic and Mexico.

Coral Level at Iberostar Selection Bávaro Suites 
also implements all of the hotel group's 

worldwide concepts such as single-use-plastic 
free, 3R teams (reduce-reuse-recycle), 

Honest Food and Aliveness. 

Another innovative project implemented is the 
Winnow Solutions Artificial Intelligence 
system to reduce waste in hotel kitchens, 

allowing food waste to be reduced by more than 
48% by weight, saving 39,000 meals a year from 
garbage, the equivalent of 67 tons of CO2 in just 

three months.

An apiary with 92 hives that will produce 
approximately 200 gallons of honey a year was 
also recently inaugurated. Guests can visit the 

apiary, and receive an explanation of the 
species, objectives and processes that are 

carried out. 
The extracted honey is used in the staff dining 

rooms, in service areas and can also be 
sampled by clients.

A further 
important 

measure on the 
way to achieve 

carbon neutrality 
of its operations 

is the 
reforestation of 

10.000 
mangroves in 

2022.



Reef restoration | Wave of Change

Coral Reef laboratory and nursery 

Social Media Links

Working to protect coral reefs in the 
Caribbean, one day at a time!

What does it mean to care for coral reefs in 
the Caribbean? 

Day-to-day work of our team to protect 
coastal ecosystems

What goes on behind the scenes at our 
Coral Lab?

Coral reefs are facing threats

Instagram 

Youtube 
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